Case takes another tvwst

The overturning last
year of a man's
conviction for killing his
wife gets overturned.

By JOE LAMBE
Tha Kanzas Clty Star
Last year, a Jackson County
jud overturned Eenneth
Middleton's murder conviction
because of an ineffective trial
attorney. The state appealed.
On Tuesday, a three-judge
panel of the Missouri Court of
Appeals in Kansas City over

turned the judge on pmceﬂﬁ"

onds, l_
- Middleton, 62, remains in

prison serving life without pa-
role and 200 years for the Blue
Springs shooting death of his
wife Feb. 12,1990, .

The judges said
Judge Messina erred in
her ruling, which came after
hearings on elense evi-
d::nce DEVer raised at trial

ing  questioned
Whtthtr Middleton would
have been convicted i jurors
had heard such evidence. But
her finding 4 years alter & con-
viction was unusual,

IneffecTive-attorney a
are usually handled quickly,

rareE Erevaﬂ and cannot be re-
peated except under extraor-
dimary circumstances. Tn Mid-
dleton's case, Messina found

that the extraordinary ecircum-

stance was that a lawyer who
handled his ineffective-attor-
ney ap rformed  so
poory he‘EE:ﬁﬂ'eTFaa'

Et'theap-

pf:als court
disagreed,
notin that
Mid
signed a state-
ment '
he had re
- g the appeal and
Middleton approved it
Middleton
said he signed it without read-
ﬁl the aEal be:::ntie Ris at-
ey 0o to s
just heﬁf;e the appeal was dILE:
of to sign it meant no a :ueal
at I Con C
lhe appeaJs court denied
that appeal

YEars ago.

‘T'm heartbroken,” Middle-
ton's son, Chff Middleton of
Shawnee, said of the Tuesday
ruling. He said he would ap-

The ruling is the latest devel-
opment in an unusual case, It
began with a hysterical Ken-
neth Middleton calling police
to his home, where they found
Katherine Middleton, 45, shot
dead on the floor,

Middleton gave police two
different stories about how that

happened to his wife of 15
years, and was sent to a mental
hospital overni

His trial took just two d‘:i‘l."ﬁ
The ﬂﬁm; attorney made ng
0 statermnent, called no
Wimesses or e and did
not have ton tes

New evidence tha

e5sina
heard showed that a gl_uggm
residue Test was missing on the
left hand of the vicom and 3
police form o
tered. |

“original crime scene
photos did not turn out, and

olice went back later and put
SCETE r 'wrong and
08 for , ACCD
4] EVIdence,

expert said the
handgun was fired from about
12 inches away and gunpowder
rﬂ'.lduc and blood should have
Eﬂaen on I‘-'hddlemﬂ’f._sFrE but
TOne was, W0 IITearms ex-
tesl'J'f &d that the handgun
the lightest trigger pull
they had ever seen.
workng against Middleton,
prosecutors noted later, was
the fact that two persons were
in the house, one was shot to
death, and Middleton did not
provide a plausible explana-
tion.
To reach Jo Lambae, call
(816} 234-4314 or send e=mall
to lambe@kcstar.com.
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