V\Tlthheld
~ evidence -
“muddies
’05 case

In tossing gullt_y pleas"
incase of abandoned
corpse; ajudge cites -

ByMAmgMORms
. The Kansas City Star ~
A Iackson Cointy : judge
cited prosecutorial mxscon-
duct Tuesdaywhen she
.of & man
' conw:ted‘inzoos ab
7 Ing A Waman Eﬁaymhxsleep
- Assistant Proseécutor. Dan
leler withhéld hundreds of
-* page’s of inveitigative records

E& n?aer represents the
- third time i recent years that
couits have criticized the ' Pros-.
ecutor’s office for ot ‘sharing -
all its ‘evidence- witl defense

lawyers.: .

[g@on County Prosecutor

proseeutor miscomiuct. .

" from Matthew Davis’ defense
¢ “detib

' " continue, to . be . an assastadt

;- prosecutmg attorriey and: take -

on any cases I deem appropn—
ate.”
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' newtna! mggggatemlm
' X federal y JHI¥ %, PortE sayiig it was taere likely
i 0. Theos: -~ tha‘t "c’iefensg hwyers had lost

cxally. but d;d not d:sclose it to

defm;.lavgvexsb they

Sonn Supreme Court.
- Messina’s. rulmg iy ,thie latest
m a, series-of- cas&s in which’
- éourts: -Have ‘crificized hew
. Jacksun- Cmmty prosecinors
Haye shared evidénce.

Tast yedr,.. former lawyer
Rxchard Buchh I w?s released
from - prison as: prosecutors
prepared to ‘retry, lum in- the

MayZBQGmurderofh:slaw

paxmer,RmhardArmmge. )
-A Missouri, appeals -court

earherhadthmwnouthlszooz "E

ﬁxst-degree purder.conviction
‘because prosecutors failed to -
disclose 2 ‘Building . saryeil-’
lance . videotapé . that - might
baye exonerated him. =~ -

Buchli, who was serving a
hfe sentence, is scheduled for a

hovtfas

: 'med ?h(ree tunes tin “Jackson -

" County beforé a jury- -acquitted -

- him on - thild' molestadon
charges  Thiatj jury leained that -

the investigating pfficer and'
White’s wife had.become ro-*
mantically mvolved before the
first trial. -

Prosecutors lategr ac]mowl—
edged that they knew the o
ple had seen each other so- °

'closed to him, Gne of the re- 1§

the prosecutoz, 1t I not rele-'- ‘
" vént has been resoundingly.re- .
. jectedby-the court of appmls "

Meéssina wiote.” .
. Messma ‘wrote that she so0%
would begin. considering. hiow

guﬂtgle;'bas ~and . eonvictions

smonhewasmbeforethe

suﬂtyplea thatxs,facmga’

to_petialize the prosecutdrs of: . -
fige, fox - the discoviry . vidla- .

“4onis. She wariied lawyers that
_such Ytization likely would be
Generally, - when -

'age thiFown. out, 'a" defendint ..
'mételyretumstethesamepo-'.

ports;” Ross -contsnded, - seop-
‘tained; --evidence - supporting. .
- Shephard’s ‘contention.that- his,

stipsan died-accidentallyafter 08

i trigd-to adiminisfer CPR a - <

the uyging of. 911 operaters,

'I'hetapeoffhat911calla]SOIS
. missing, Ross npted; -piace (]
: tallthose _"..',.'.’-.'. :

repoxt .the

*Stffer! Ross sa ay

~Twe years o. a jJac
County judge 1 dthatMiuef
did not unproperly withhold
ewdencemaw%mur&er case .,

-volving the driverby ‘shoot- °

ing of 2 Baby. Judge Jay Daugh- .
erty found.there was 1o evi- -

- depeg that Miller withheld re-

{then-"

Jn teshmony durmg heanngs
-on the Matt Davis issue, Miller -
suggested, that the iniforrhdtion’
Te withheld wes part of an on-
gomg muzder. mvestlgatmn, an

planation” tha Mwsma

MxI!ex’s suggesuon that
a prosecutm- "ean determine .
, Whether material may be with-
held because, 0 the mind of

: Kanﬂtzarsaldthatshorﬂyaf-.
6 taking office he moved to.. -
" tighten recor-keeping so that -

.Jawyers, would know. exactly
‘what docuinents -had been
shared and when. Such dis-

‘putes, arose- because’ lawyers: .

couldn’t » document . exactly
wht had been m.med ovcr, he
said. -

‘Tlus isa professmnally un

prosecutors office that han~
dles ope of the highest case- . -

loads in the state” Kanatzar

- said. ]
I ca,n ‘'speak for every attqr-

. hey in.our office that they d.ﬂx,

. gently follow all the rules’of”

- criminal procedure.”

“To contact Mark Morris, call
816*234-43!0 orsend e-mail
to mmorris@kestar.com.
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